Tumor necrosis factor blockade: mechanism of action.
Modulation of the immune response with tumor necrosis factor (TNF) blockers is not a new treatment strategy for many inflammatory disorders; however, relatively little is known about their specific mechanism of action. Understanding the mode of action, pharmacology, and pharmacokinetics of the monoclonal TNF antibodies, infliximab and adalimumab, and the soluble TNF receptor, etanercept, may therefore enable us to account for their differing clinical profiles. The aim of this supplement is to explore the roles and mechanisms of TNF and TNF blockade using in vitro pharmacological and in vivo animal modeling experiments, and in vivo studies of the effects of etanercept on the inflammatory cascade in patients with psoriasis.